Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 073 17 261523Z 

ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO DHA-05 DPW-01 L-03 ARA-10 
EA-10 EUR- 12 NEA-10 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 OES-07 
/090 W 

071772 262325Z/65 

R 261450Z AUG 77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 632 
INFO AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 7317 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJECT: SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISTRIMINATION AND 
PROTECTION OF MINOTIRITES - AUGUST 25 - ITEM 15: HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS. AND ITEM 12: 

QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF PERSONS SUBJECT TO ANY FORM OF 
DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT. 

REF: (A) GENEVA 7279; (B) GENEVA 7286 

1 . FOLLOWING CLOSED MEETINGS ON AGENDA ITEM 12, DEBATE WAS 
RESUMED AND EXPERTS MADE SEVERAL RECOMMENDATIONS INTENDED TO 
STRENGTHEN THE BODY OF PRINCIPLES BY MACHINERY TO ASSESS IMPROVE- 
MENTS IN COUNTRIES WHERE VIOLATIONS OCCUR. (ICRC WAS MENTIONED 
AS AN ORGANIZATION WHICH COULD PERFORM THIS TASK) AND BY REGIONAL 
STUDIES, IN CONJUNCTION WITH UN SOCIAL DEFENSE INSTITUTE, ON 
PRISON CONDITIONS. 

2. PERDOMO (COLOMBIA), CONCERNED THAT THE S-C WAS DRAFTING A 
ROMANTIC DOCUMENT THAT WOULD NOT BE USED TO PROMOTE COMPLIANCE 
CONCERNING FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS, OFFERED TO DRAFT RES TO 
HRC ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION OF THE LEGALITY OF THE DOCUMENT. 
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DEBATE ON ITEM WAS CONCLUDED FOLLOWING NETTEL'S RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS RAISED ABOUT THE DOCUMENT. 

3. ITEM 15: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - DEBATE ON THIS ITEM DURING 
P.M. MEETING WAS IMPRECISE AND GENERAL SINCE IT WAS UNCLEAR 
WHAT ASPECT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WOULD FALL UNDER THE 
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE SUB-COMMISSION. THERE WAS AGREEMENT 
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ABOUT THE OBVIOUS AMONG EXPERTS PARTICIPATING IN THE DEBATE: 

THE BENEFITS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO ALL PEOPLES. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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